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FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF EVANS AND NOVAK ARTICLE, "MOSCOW'S 
MAN IN LUSAKA", WHICH APPEARED IN JULY 21 WASHINGTON POST: 

LUSAKA, ZAMBIA - THE FORTRESS-LIKE SOVIET EMBASSY HERE HAS 
BECOME THE NERVE CENTER FOR GUERRILLA OPERATIONS AGAINST 
RHODESIA (ZIMBABWE) AND SOUTH WEST AFRICA (NAMIBIA), 

UNDERMINING PERSISTENT WESTERN HOPES THAT ZAMBIA'S PRESIDENT 
KENNETH KAUNDA WOULD BECOME THE PEACEMAKING MODERATE FOR 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

BEHIND THE EMBASSY'S HIGH, HEAVILY GUARDED WALLS, A SHORT 
WALK FROM THE ZAMBIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY, AMBASSADOR VASILY 
SOLODOVNIKOV IS INTIMATELY INVOLVED IN TRAINING, SUPPLYING 
AND EVEN DEPLOYING GUERRILLAS. MOREOVER, OLD DIPLOMATIC 
HANDS SEE HIM DOING HIS BEST TO SCUTTLE WESTERN EFFORTS FOR 
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NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENTS IN RHODESIA AND NAMIBIA. FOR THE 
KREMLIN TO CASH IN ON ITS HEAVY INVESTMENT, THE GUERRILLAS 
MUST WIN; A GENUINE FREE ELECTION MIGHT WELL INSTALL A NON- 
GUERRILLA GOVERNMENT. 

THE SOVIET AIM THUS CONFLICTS WITH POPULAR SENTIMENT IN 
ZAMBIA, POSSIBLY SHARED AT HEART BY KAUNDA HIMSELF, 
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FOR A QUICK, NEGOTIATED PEACE IN RHODESIA. NEVERTHELESS 
KAUNDA PUBLICLY TAKES THE HARD LINE AND MAY BE TRAPPED 
IN POSITIONS NOT IN HIS NATION'S BEST INTEREST. HAVING 
MOUNTED THE RUSSIAN BEAR, KAUNDA CANNOT EASILY GET OFF. 

SOLODOVNIKOV HAS IMPRESSIVE CREDENTIALS. AN EXPERT AT 
THE SOVIET AFRICA INSTITUTE WITH INTIMATE LINKS TO THE KGB, 

HE WAS ARCHITECT OF THE KREMLIN'S SUCCESSFUL STRATEGY 
FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA. BUT THE PUDGY, SMILING RUSSIAN IS 
NO KGB HEAVY, FRIGHTENING OFF DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES. 
RATHER, HE ASSURES EVERYBODY OF HIS SINCERE BEST WISHES 
FOR THE ANGLO-AMERICAN INITIATIVE ON RHODESIA. 

VETERAN DIPLOMATS DON'T BELIEVE A WORD OF IT. SOLODOVNI- 
KOV SUPERVISED THE QUICK BUILDUP OF JOSHUA NKOMO'S NEW 
3,000 MAN GUERRILLA ARMY BASED IN ZAMBIA. HAVING PUT 
THEIR MONEY ON THIS NEW MILITARY FACTOR, THE LAST THING 
THE RUSSIANS WANT IS A QUICK SETTLEMENT. 

INDEED, SOLODOVNIKOV HAS MADE ZAMBIA A HUB OF MILITARY 
ACTIVITY. IT IS A BASE FOR GUERRILLA RAIDS AGAINST BOTH 
RHODESIA AND THE LONG SLIVER OF SOUTH WEST AFRICA CALLED 
THE CAPRIVI STRIP. AEROFLOT PASSENGER PLANES LAND 
REGULARLY AT LUSAKA, FERRYING NKOMO'S GUERRILLAS TO AND 
FROM TRAINING IN ANGOLA. 
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BUT IN TYPICAL RUSSIAN STYLE, SOLODOVNIKOV IS NO GRACIOUS 
GUEST. WHILE USING ZAMBIA AS A BASE FOR MILITARY OPERA- 
TIONS ELSEWHERE, HE IS NOT BEYOND ATTEMPTING A LITTLE 
SUBVERSION HERE. SOME 250 RUSSIAN TECHNICIANS, MAINLY 
TEACHERS, ARE SUSPECTED BY ZAMBIAN OFFICIALS OF PROSELY- 
TIZING STUDENT RADICALS AGAINST KAUNDA AS AN OLD FUDDY- 
DUDDY WITH INSUFFICIENT REVOLUTIONARY FERVOR. 

THE MATTER SURFACED WHEN THE ZAMBIAN GOVERNMENT ACCUSED 
A NOVOSTI PRESS REPRESENTATIVE (UNDOUBTEDLY A KGB MAN) OF 
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES AND TOLD SOLODOVNIKOV THERE WOULD 
BE NO PUBLICITY IF THE AGENT WERE QUIETLY RETURNED HOME. 

THE AMBASSADOR REFUSED. THE ZAMBIAN GOVERNMENT THEN 
KICKED OUT THE NOVOSTI MAN, ANNOUNCING IT IN A BRIEF ITEM 
BURIED IN LUSAKA'S GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED NEWSPAPERS. 

THE NOVOSTI INCIDENT IS SEIZED UPON BY WESTERN DIPLOMATS 
AS PROOF OF THAT KAUNDA RUNS HIS OWN HOUSE, BUT IT 
ACTUALLY REVEALS SOLODOVNIKOV'S ARROGANCE AND KAUNDA'S 
CAUTION. CERTAINLY, KAUNDA IS NO FREE AGENT CAPABLE OF 
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OUT THE RUSSIANS IN EGYPTIAN-SUDANESE FASHION. BESIDES 
RELIANCE ON SOVIET ARMS BY THE ZAMBIAN ARMY (NOW DEPLOYED 
ON THE RHODESIAN BORDER), KAUNDA IS CONSTRAINED BY FELLOW 
"FRONT-LINE" STATES (MOZAMBIQUE, ANGOLA, TANZANIA) MORE 
RADICAL THAN ZAMBIA. 

SO, KAUNDA'S POSTURE HAS HARDENED. THE AGENT FOR ANGOLA'S 
ANTI-COMMUNIST UNITA GUERRILLAS, BACKED BY KAUNDA IN THE 
ANGOLAN CIVIL WAR, HAS BEEN THROWN OUT OF LUSAKA. AL- 
THOUGH KAUNDA ONCE CONDEMNED CUBAN INTERVENTION IN ANGOLA, 
HE RECENTLY SUGGESTED CUBAN TROOPS MIGHT BE USED IN 
RHODESIA. 
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KAUNDA'S SWITCH FROM MODERATE TO HAWKISH RHETORIC ON 
RHODESIA IS ATTRIBUTED BY WESTERN APOLOGISTS TO DISILLU- 
SIONMENT OVER PAST FAILURES IN NEGOTIATIONS. BUT BEYOND 
RHETORIC, HE SINGLEHANDEDLY PUSHED THE AFRICAN SUMMIT 
MEETING IN GABON TO A RESOLUTION DEMANDING A MILITARY 
SOLUTION IN RHODESIA. WESTERN DIPLOMATS SUSPECT A RECENT 
EDITORIAL IN THE ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL, CRITICIZING A SUGGESTED 
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH PEACE-KEEPING FORCE FOR RHODESIA, 

WAS WRITTEN AT THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. ABOVE ALL, 

KAUNDA IS AS COMMITTED TO NKOMO'S MILITARY FORCE AS ARE 
THE RUSSIANS. 

KAUNDA'S MILITANCY DOES NOT FIT THE NATIONAL MOOD, WHICH 
GREETED WAR POSTERS SLAPPED ALL OVER LUSAKA WITH ENNUI. 
ALTHOUGH DEPRESSED COPPER PRICES ARE MAINLY RESPONSIBLE 
FOR ZAMBIA'S ECONOMIC HARD TIMES, CLOSING THE BORDER WITH 
RHODESIA ALSO HURT. APART FROM STUDENT RADICALS, 

ZAMBIANS WOULD RATHER SPEND MONEY ON LUSAKA'S WRETCHED 
SHANTYTOWN SLUMS THAN FOR MORE SOVIET MILITARY HARDWARE. 
EVEN BACK-BENCHERS IN PARLIAMENT ARE PRIVATELY COOL TO 
THE WAR EFFORT. 

KAUNDA CANNOT CHANGE COURSE TO SATISFY PUBLIC OPINION. 

HE WILL RIDE THE RUSSIAN BEAR UNTIL SOVIET-BACKED 
GUERRILLAS TAKE OVER RHODESIA. WHETHER HE DISMOUNTS 
AT THAT POINT, NEARLY SURROUNDED BY LEFTIST NEIGHBORS, IS 
SOMETHING SOLODOVNIKOV WILL HAVE MUCH TO SAY ABOUT. 
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